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New Analyses Identify Shortcomings and Strengths 
in State ESSA
Plans

To provide a quick reference guide of strengths—and shortcomings—for each 
stateʼs Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan, the Alliance released a series of 
one-page dashboards that provide a green, yellow, or red designation for more than 
one dozen ESSA policies that are essential for advancing equitable education 
opportunities for all students.

Read More About the Dashboards

See Your State's Dashboard

 Click to Tweet: New @all4ed Analyses Identify Shortcomings and Strengths in 
State #ESSA Plans all4ed.org/essa/essa-in-your-state/

Federal Literacy Funding Still Available to the
States Despite Proposed Budget Cuts from
Trump
Last month, the Trump administration released its first full budget
proposal recommending a $9.2 billion, or 13.5 percent, cut in
funding for the U.S. Department of Education (ED) for Fiscal Year
(FY) 2018. Trumpʼs budget proposal eliminates funding for the
$190 million Striving Readers/Comprehensive Literacy
Development Grants (SRCL) program, which helps improve
reading and writing skills for students from birth through grade 12. 

Given the positive results of the SRCL program and the intent of
Congress to support literacy instruction through the Every Student
Succeeds Act, Trumpʼs proposal to eliminate the program raised
many eyebrows on Capitol Hill when U.S. Secretary of Education
Betsy DeVos testified on Trumpʼs budget. 

Luckily, however, SRCL received funding for FY 2017 and the
U.S. Department of Education is accepting applications for that
funding until July 17.

Read More

 Click to Tweet: Federal #Literacy Funding Still Available to the
States Despite Proposed Budget Cuts from Trump bit.ly/2sahlcF

Skyline High Schoolʼs Green Energy Pathway
Keeps Deeper Learning Afloat
Early on a Friday morning in May, Dale Fiess and his students
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took to the water. For the students, it literally was a sink or swim
moment. The time had come to launch the solar-powered boat the
students had built and see whether it could compete against the
other teams entered in the California Solar Regatta. How did the
boat fare and how did its creation exemplify an approach to
transforming high school education that combines rigorous
academics, career-based learning in the classroom, work-based
learning, and integrated student support services?

Read More

 Click to Tweet: @skylinehigh17ʼs Green Energy Pathway
Keeps #DeeperLearning Afloat bit.ly/2u7qVy7

Future Ready Schools Announces New
Program for School Principals
Future Ready Schools® (FRS)—led by the Alliance for Excellent
Education—recently announced FRS Principals, the latest
expansion of the FRS initiative that empowers principals to
implement a vision for personalized learning and create a culture
of innovation bringing together students, teachers, administrators,
parents, and the community. Sponsored by Pearson, FRS
Principals helps school leaders develop the necessary skills to
lead a successful FRS school; build an in-depth understanding of
change management; and showcase leadership culture necessary
for success. Through eight FRS institutes planned for 2017, FRS
Principals will tap an active network of like-minded educators
beyond their own school, district, and state for help and advice
when challenges arise.

Read More

 Click to Tweet: @FutureReady announces new program
empowering principals to implement a #personalizedlearning
vision: http://all4ed.org/press/future-ready-schools-announces-
new-program-for-school-principals/ #FutureReady

In Case You Missed It

Communications Planning for Innovation in Education: New Guide 
and District Profiles
Effective communication is a cornerstone of successful innovation in education. School districts that 
develop thoughtful communications plans build a culture of engagement, transparency, and trust that is 
critical for innovation both to take hold in the classroom and to be scalable across many schools. During 
this webinar, panelists will discuss the four key phases of communications planning, sample big picture 
and targeted messages, what has and has not worked in schools, and where to find worksheets and

tools to build communications success.

Watch the Event

http://all4ed.org/skyline-high-schools-green-energy-pathway-keeps-deeper-learning-afloat/
http://all4ed.org/skyline-high-schools-green-energy-pathway-keeps-deeper-learning-afloat/
http://ctt.ec/N1kUc
http://ctt.ec/N1kUc
http://all4ed.org/press/future-ready-schools-announces-new-program-for-school-principals/
http://all4ed.org/press/future-ready-schools-announces-new-program-for-school-principals/
http://ctt.ec/963zU
http://ctt.ec/963zU
http://all4ed.org/webinar-event/jun-29-2017/


Alliance in the News

What Do States Have Planned for Accountability?
How good is your stateʼs high school accountability plan? Catherine Gewertz of Education Week dives
into the Allianceʼs new ESSA equity dashboards to determine what states have planned for high schools
in their new accountability systems under ESSA.

Read More

High Marks for Louisiana
“It is encouraging the Alliance for Excellent Education gave such high marks to Louisianaʼs plan,” said
John White, Louisiana superintendent of education, in American Press after the ESSA equity
dashboards revealed that the stateʼs plan was one of the most promising.

Read More

Equity Conversations
“You canʼt have equity without inclusion,” said Stephanie Wood-Garnett, vice president for policy to
practice at the Alliance, at the recent Education Commission of the States National Forum on Education
Policy. The topic of equity took center stage at the event, reports Education Dive, especially as it relates
to programs at the school level.

Learn More

Recommended Reading

Career and Technical Education Is
Valuable for All Students – Not Just the

Ones Who Bypass College

Read More

Out of High School, 
Into Real Life

Read More

Ask the Alliance!
Do you have a question about policy implementation in your state or district?
How about a question on the best or promising practices for improving high
schools? Ask the Alliance! The Alliance will share concise, research-backed
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answers, with resources, that you can use to inform your work. Visit
all4ed.org/ask-the-alliance/ to learn more.

Ask the Alliance

New Face at the Alliance

Tara Boggaram
Policy and Advocacy Intern

Tara Boggaram joined the Alliance in June 2017 as a policy and advocacy intern. She is currently
pursuing a masterʼs degree in education policy at Columbia University. Prior to the Alliance, Tara was a
consultant for a state department of education working on a desegregation project.

Learn more about Tara
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