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Speaker Bios 
 

Nella Bea Anderson, PhD 

Western State College  

 

Nella Bea Anderson has been director of the Teacher Education Program at Western State College for seven 

years. Prior to serving as director, Dr. Anderson was a professor in special education. For the last twenty-six 

years, she has been working to reform public education P–16. She started out her career by teaching students 

with disabilities in public schools before moving into higher education. In addition to her work at Western State 

College, Dr. Anderson works closely with state leaders to improve teacher quality through her membership on 

the Colorado Literacy Council and the Colorado Quality Teachers Commission. 

 

Dr. Anderson earned a bachelor’s degree as a  teacher of young children from Texas Tech University, a master’s 

degree from the University of Texas in early childhood education, and a doctor of philosophy degree from the 

University of Houston in educational psychology and individual differences.  

 

John L. Barry 

Aurora Public Schools 

 

John Barry has been superintendent of Aurora Public Schools (APS) since July 2006. Throughout his tenure he 

has brought transformational changes to APS’s diverse, urban school district, including the development of the 

“Visionary Instruction Shaping the Transformation of APS” framework (VISTA 2010) designed to give every 

student the chance  to attend college without remediation. Prior to his role as superintendent, Mr. Barry had a 

distinguished military and business career. He served more than thirty years as a fighter pilot and commander in 

the U.S. Air Force, retiring as a “Two-Star” major general. He then worked as vice president for SAP, a leading 

provider of business software solutions.  

 

Mr. Barry earned his bachelor’s degree in political science and international affairs from the U.S. Air Force 

Academy and a master’s degree in public administration from the University of Oklahoma. He was a fellow at 

the Broad Academy for School Superintendents, where he spent ten months visiting nine major urban areas 

studying the state of urban school districts. Mr. Barry is a member of the Denver Area School Superintendents 

Council, serves on the board of the Public Education and Business Council, and is a member of the District 

Management Council.  

 



Susana Cordova 

Denver Public Schools 

 

Susana Cordova is a life-long Denver resident. She has worked in the Denver Public Schools at the elementary, 

middle, and high school levels as an English and English language acquisition teacher, and as a building 

principal. Ms. Cordova is currently the executive director of Teaching and Learning of the Denver Public 

Schools. She has worked with principals, literacy specialists, literacy coaches, and classroom teachers to support 

program implementation and strives for inclusionary practices to meet the needs of all learners.  

 

Ms. Cordova received her undergraduate degree in English from the University of Denver and a master’s degree 

in curriculum and instruction/education administration from the University of Colorado. 

 

Jeanette Cornier, PhD 

Colorado Department of Education 

 

Dr. Cornier is currently the assistant commissioner with the Colorado Department of Education Office of 

Teaching and Learning. Dr. Cornier provides leadership for the state’s literacy initiatives in addition to other 

academic content areas, early childhood education, and school improvement efforts. She is involved in the 

statewide revision and implementation of Colorado's content and teacher preparation standards, and she has 

contributed to the development of a statewide system of accountability and support focused on raising student 

achievement and closing achievement gaps. Dr. Cornier has been involved in educational leadership for many 

years as a school administrator, professional developer, literacy coach, and consultant on state literacy, 

standards, and learning disabilities. 

 

Dr. Cornier earned her doctorate in educational leadership from the University of Denver. Her doctoral research 

included the study of teacher knowledge of English language structures and the science of beginning reading 

instruction.  

 

Dwight D. Jones 

Colorado Department of Education 

 

Dwight Jones was appointed Colorado’s commissioner of education in June 2007 by a unanimous vote of the 

Colorado State Board of Education. Prior to his appointment, Commissioner Jones served as superintendent of 

the Fountain-Fort Carson school district for four years, during which time he earned statewide recognition for 

narrowing and eliminating achievement gaps for children from ethnic minority and low-economic backgrounds.  

 

Commissioner Jones began his life-long career in public education as an elementary school teacher in Wichita, 

Kansas, and went on to serve as principal for elementary, middle, and high schools, and as an assistant 

superintendent of curriculum and instruction. Following his career in Wichita, Commissioner Jones was an 

operational vice president for Edison Schools, where he supervised eleven schools in Kansas, Missouri, and 

Maryland. He served in this role for three years before leaving to join the Fountain-Fort Carson school district.  

 

Commissioner Jones serves on the Southwest Comprehensive Center’s advisory board and the boards of 

Denver’s Children’s Hospital, McREL, and High School Futures. Late last year he participated on an 

international benchmarking advisory board cosponsored by the National Governors Association and the Council 

of Chief State School Officers. He is also a member of Education Commission of the States’s steering 

committee.  

 

Commissioner Jones holds degrees from Fort Hays State and Kansas State universities and superintendent 

licensure from the University of Colorado. He is an adjunct professor, national speaker and recipient of the 

National Middle School Association’s 2008 Impact Award. 

 



Randy L. Miller, EdD 

Eaton Re-2 School District 

 

Randy Miller began his tenure as superintendent of Eaton Re-2 School District in 2005. Dr. Miller brings 

fourteen years of experience to this role, having served as superintendent of Edison School District, Swink 

School District, and Wiggins School District. He has also served as a teacher/coach of science, health, and 

physical education. 

 

Dr. Miller earned an associate of science degree from Northeastern Junior College, a bachelor of arts degree 

from the University of Northern Colorado, a master of arts degree from Colorado State University, and an 

educational doctoral degree from NOVA University.  

 

The Honorable Barbara O’Brien 

State of Colorado 

 

Barbara O’Brien has served as lieutenant governor of the state of Colorado since 2007. During this time, she has 

established an ambitious agenda for education, health and wellness, and aerospace issues. As lieutenant 

governor, she has served as the cochair of the P–20 Education Council, which oversees the education reform and 

innovation from preschool to postsecondary education. In its first year, the P–20 Council successfully advocated 

for the expansion of full-day kindergarten and preschool statewide.  At the request of Governor Bill Ritter, Lt. 

Governor O’Brien is also spearheading the effort to put together the strongest possible application by the State of 

Colorado to the U.S. Department of Education for a portion of the $500 million Race to the Top funds that will 

be granted to top-tier states committed to innovation and reform in education.   

Prior to becoming Lt. Governor, O'Brien spent 16 years as president of the Colorado Children's Campaign, a 

statewide public policy and advocacy nonprofit organization. Her leadership has produced major statewide 

policy initiatives that increased funding for schools, created charter schools, expanded early childhood education, 

increased access to health care for uninsured children, reduced teen smoking and expanded after-school 

programs. She also worked  at the Institute for Urban and Minority Education at Columbia University, the 

University of Colorado in Denver, the Institute for International Business at CU-Denver and for then-Governor 

Richard Lamm.    

 

Lt. Governor O’Brien received a BA from the University of California at Los Angeles and a PhD from Columbia 

University. 

 

Cynthia Shanahan, PhD 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

 

Cynthia Shanahan is a professor of literacy, language, and culture, and executive director of the Council on 

Teacher Education at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). In her role as professor, she prepares pre-

service and in-service teachers to teach middle and high school literacy. She taught for eight years in K–8 

schools in California, Guam, Colorado, Arizona, and Georgia as an elementary teacher, special education 

teacher, and reading specialist. She received an EdD in reading education from the University of Georgia and 

taught at Georgia State from 1984 to 1986 and at the University of Georgia from 1986 to 2000.  

 

Her research and teaching interests are in adolescent literacy, including content-area reading and comprehension 

of informational text. Specifically, she studies how reading strategies and text characteristics influence students’ 

comprehension and critical thinking. She has written several publications, including the book Learning from Text 

Across Conceptual Domains (Lawrence Erlbaum Associates). Most recently, through a project funded by 

Carnegie Corporation of New York, she investigated the differences in the disciplines and the ways they 

approach reading and writing, and she is working to create discipline-based strategies to help students learn from 

history, mathematics, and science texts.  

 



Bob Wise 

Alliance for Excellent Education 

 

Bob Wise, author of Raising the Grade: How High School Reform Can Save Our Youth and Our Nation, became 

president of the Alliance for Excellent Education in February 2005. Under his leadership, the Alliance has 

continued to build its reputation as a respected authority on high school policy and to advocate for reform in 

America’s secondary education system, working to ensure that all students graduate from high school prepared 

for success. Since joining the Alliance, Governor Wise has become a sought-after speaker and advisor on 

education issues. He has advised the U.S. Department of Education and frequently testifies before the U.S. 

Congress.  

 

As governor of West Virginia from 2001 to 2005, he fought for and signed legislation to fund the PROMISE 

Scholarship Program, which has helped thousands of West Virginia students remain in the Mountain State for 

college. During his administration, West Virginia saw a significant increase in the number of students 

completing high school and entering college. Governor Wise earned a bachelor’s degree from Duke University 

and a JD from Tulane University College of Law.  


