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WHITE HOUSE DROPS PLAN TO RAISE COLLEGE LOAN COSTS  

 

Last week, the White House proposed a plan to cover the $1.3 billion Pell Grant shortfall 

by consolidating student loans at variable interest rates, rather than the low, federally 

subsidized, fixed interest rate currently in place.  Such a change would make loans less 

attractive to borrowers and save the government about $1.3 billion.  The proposal was 

dropped after widespread opposition from students and most members of Congress who 

argued that doing away with fixed-rate loans would penalize poor and middle-income 

students who depend on low-interest-rate loans to pay college expenses.  The House of 

Representatives has agreed to include $1.3 billion to cover the shortfall in the spring 

supplemental spending bill. 
 

Reacting to the Administration’s proposal to raise interest on student loans, Sen. Ted 

Kennedy (D-MA) and Rep. George Miller (D-CA) held a press conference and released 

a report detailing the impact of education budget cuts on college enrollment.  They 

argued that state budget shortfalls and the President’s education budget request will lead 

to increased college tuition costs and loan debt and effectively limit college access for 

low- and middle-income students.   
 

Nearly every state is legally required to balance its budget.  And because education is 

more than one-third of a state’s budget it is a likely target for savings in tough economic 

times.  When state higher-education budgets are reduced, students see the results in 

tuition increases at State colleges and universities.  In addition to the President’s newest 

proposal that would have increased the cost of student loans, the President’s budget 

would result in at least a $100 reduction in federal college grants for students in the 

lowest income bracket, according to the Congressional Budget Office. 
 

Sen. Kennedy and Rep. Miller were joined at the press conference by Sens. Joe Biden 

(D-DE), Hillary Clinton (D-NY), Patty Murray (D-WA), Jack Reed (D-RI), and Paul 

Wellstone (D-MN), along with a science teacher from Harrisburg, Pa., and a college 

student from Washington state.  The undergraduate talked about her struggle to balance 

her dream of becoming a teacher with the reality of managing an increasing student loan 

debt that will be difficult to pay back on a teacher’s salary.    
 

The report is available on the House Democrats’ Education and the Workforce Web site 

at:  http://edworkforce.house.gov/democrats/ 
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Pell Grants Open Doors to College 

 

Pell Grants are college scholarships for low-income students and are the foundation of 

federal efforts to ensure that all qualified Americans can attend college. Because the grant 

program is a “quasi-entitlement,” Congress must appropriate enough funds to pay for all 

eligible students who apply.  During an economic downturn, more people decide to go 

back to college and more qualify for need-based financial aid.  In the 2001 academic 

year, an unprecedented 9.3 million students applied for a Pell Grant, which led to the $1.3 

billion shortfall in the amount of funds available.   
 

First Spending Bill Price Tag Set at $27 Billion 
 

Congress is poised to act on a spring supplemental bill spending request by President 

Bush that includes over $27 billion and would largely fund defense ($14 billion), 

homeland security ($5 billion) and aid for New York City ($5 billion).  Last week, 

Republican and Democratic appropriators in the House of Representatives struck a deal 

to add about $3 billion to the President’s request.  The additional funds included $1.3 

billion for the Pell Grant shortfall and more money for homeland security.   
 

Now that the student loan interest rate proposal has been dropped as a way to pay for the 

Pell Grant shortfall, this spring supplemental is the most attractive vehicle for allocating 

the $1.3 billion needed.  Despite agreement in the House to include the Pell Grant 

shortfall, neither President Bush nor the Senate have agreed to the additional spending.  
 

A complete list of items included in and being considered for the spring supplemental can 

be found at http://www.house.gov/burton/RSC/Supplemental02.PDF.  
 

 

NEW POLLING INFORMATION HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTANCE OF 

EDUCATION  

 

Mirroring the results of recent polls by the Committee for Education Funding, a new poll 

by the Public Education Network and Education Week shows that Americans place 

schools and education funding among their top priorities--second only to jobs and the 

economy. 
 

The poll, which questioned 800 registered voters nationwide found that a majority of 

voters (53 percent) chose education and schools as the spending category they most want 

their elected officials to safeguard against budget cuts.  Other options including 

transportation, the military, and health care, finished far below education. 
 

This poll was released on the heels of reports that many states are reducing education 

spending in light of reduced revenues and ever-growing state budget deficits.  The poll 

serves as a warning to elected officials that cuts to education funding are made at their 

own risk. 
 

The complete poll results:  http://www.publiceducation.org/news/042402.htm 
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Ohio Poll:  Communities Should be More Involved with Local Public Schools 

 
According to a new Ohio poll, the public sees schools as the centers of communities and is supportive of an 

idea to locate additional community resources and services in local school facilities.  Ohio’s Education 

Matters poll, conducted by the KnowledgeWorks Foundation, found that Ohioans believe “everyone in 

the community should be more involved with local schools” and that “schools should be community 

resources offering programs and services beyond the traditional school hours.” 

 

The complete polling results are available at:  http://www.kwfdn.org/2001_poll/scc.html 

 

 

IMPROVING AMERICA’S HIGH SCHOOLS FOCUS OF TOWN 

MEETING  

Last month, the U.S. Department of Education’s town meeting focused on how 

communities across the nation can work to ensure that all high school students possess 

the academic and technical skills necessary to transition successfully to college and enter 

meaningful careers.  

U.S. Under Secretary of Education Gene Hickok hosted the panel which featured 

Carol D’Amico, U.S. Department of Education Assistant Secretary for the Office of 

Vocational and Adult Education, Gloria Pelzer, principal of Germantown High School 

in Philadelphia, Pa., Jesse Register, superintendent of Hamilton County Schools in 

Chattanooga, Tenn., and Jim Connell, president and co-founder of the Institute of 

Research and Reform in Education. 
 

During the town meeting, Under Secretary Hickok asked the panelists to discuss 

challenges currently facing America’s high schools and successful methods for reforming 

high schools which are now in use.   
 

Town Meeting Highlights Successful Kansas City, Kan. Model 
 

In partnership with the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the Institute of Research and Reform in 

Education began working with the Kansas City, Kan. school district in 1996.  The partnership created a 

model called First Things First (FTF), which is now operating in all 48 of the district schools.  Supported 

by an $11 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education, FTF will expand over the next five years 

to a second urban district and six other secondary schools. 

 

The model provides schools and school districts with a clear, effective strategy for comprehensive reform.  

Its aim is to improve academic outcomes for all students, including those with histories of academic failure.  

The model’s key components include:  Lower student-adult ratios of 15 to 1 or fewer; small learning 

communities; a clear definition of what students will know and be able to do by the time they leave high 

school; and enriched and diverse opportunities for students to learn perform and be recognized. 
 
For more information please visit:  www.irre.org 

 

Information on the high school forum, including a complete webcast of the presentation 

is available on the of U.S. Department of Education Web site:   

http://registerevent.ed.gov/downlink/event-flyer.asp?intEventID=154  
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MINORITY OVER-IDENTIFICATION:  IDEA Reauthorization 

Underway on Capitol Hill 

This year, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is up for 

reauthorization.  Both the executive and legislative branches have begun work on their 

proposals.  President Bush created a special Commission on Excellence in Special 

Education, which will deliver recommendations on how IDEA can best be reformed.  

Congress, meanwhile, has begun initial planning sessions and meetings but will wait until 

after the commission issues its report on July 1 before crafting a bill to bring to the floor 

for consideration. 

The reauthorization bill will undoubtedly attempt to reform a system in which race often 

plays a role in whether a child is labeled learning disabled.  Currently, African-American 

students account for 16 percent of the U.S. student population, but represent 32 percent of 

the student in programs for mild mental retardation.   

In a recent editorial for The Detroit News, Matt Ladner directs Washington, D.C., to 

“thoroughly investigate every possible cause of this over-identification problem, from 

perverse financial incentives to outright racial bias.”  He points to medical research that 

demonstrates a “strong link between ineffective reading instruction and later learning 

disabilities.”  Referring to a 2001 Progressive Policy Institute/Fordham Foundation 

collection of studies on special education, Ladner writes that a team of medical doctors 

estimated that “nearly 2 million children have learning disabilities that could have been 

prevented with proper, rigorous and early reading instruction.” 

Taken in this light, African-American students are far too often placed in special 

education classes because they lack these basic reading skills and are often misdiagnosed 

as dyslexic.  In reality, these students have most likely been denied the early reading 

skills that every student needs to succeed and have little chance of getting the help they 

need in middle or high school except through special education services. 

Congress is considering reducing the number of students identified with special needs 

when it reauthorizes IDEA.  Unless other supports are put in place through Title I or 

other programs, these students will have little chance to get the help they need.  Today, 

only 15 percent of Title I funds go to middle and high schools. 

 

To read Matt Ladner’s article in its entirety visit:  

http://www.detnews.com/2002/editorial/0204/14/a13-464570.htm  
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Today’s Dead-End Kid May Be Tomorrow’s CEO 

A recent article from Fortune magazine paints a picture of four “dead-end kids” who 

eventually become the developer of “one of Britain's top brands with Virgin Records and 

Virgin Atlantic Airways,” the creator of the discount brokerage business, the chief 

executive officer of Cisco, and the “guy who beat Microsoft.”  What do these men have 

in common?  All were able to overcome dyslexia. 

According to the article, about 5 percent to 6 percent of American public school children 

have been diagnosed with a learning disability.  Of this total, about 80 percent are 

dyslexia-related and some studies suggest that up to 20 percent of the overall population 

may have some degree of dyslexia. 

One of the men profiled in the Fortune article, Charles Schwab, did not discover his 

dyslexia until he met with his son’s school psychologist.  This experience led him to 

create SchwabLearning.org, a service of the Charles and Helen Schwab Foundation 

dedicated to helping kids with learning differences be successful in learning and life.  

Their Web site features A Parent’s Guide to Differences and Disabilities in Learning.  

The guide includes overviews on identifying and managing learning differences, 

connecting with others, and tools for parents.  For example, the Web site features a 

questionnaire that asks “Is it AD/HD or something else?” and takes the parent through a 

series of questions to prepare him or her for an evaluation with a medical professional. 

To read the Fortune magazine article in its entirety visit:  

http://www.fortune.com/indexw.jhtml?channel=artcol.jhtml&doc_id=207665  

The parent’s guide and more information on SchwabLearning is available at 

www.schwablearning.org  

 

TURNING A NEW PAGE:  Scholastic Inc. Aims to Close Reading Gap 

 

Scholastic’s Read 180, a technology based literacy program targeted at underachieving 

readers, is being used in 25 urban districts and recently received approval as 

supplemental learning material in California.  The program requires technology in every 

classroom, dedicated teachers with constant professional development and training, and 

class sizes of 20 or fewer students. Ninety-minute block classes meet daily for 

uninterrupted literacy work. 

 

The program delivers individualized, adjusted reading instruction to bring 

students to grade level, especially the lowest level readers, teaching literacy 

lessons that can be applied to other curriculum areas, building student’s self-

esteem and supporting and motivating students as they progress. (Scholastic.net) 
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Scholastic Inc. Aims to Close Reading Gap 

(Continued from p. 5) 

 

Read 180 focuses on middle school, but Margery Mayer, the president of the education 

division told Education Week that Scholastic is “preparing to launch a version for high 

schools, while also working on professional-development programs to help all types of 

teachers advance students' reading abilities.” 
 

In 1994, research during development of the Read 180 program in Florida found that lack 

of reading skills was the root cause of failure and resulted in low self-esteem, 

embarrassment, defiance, discipline issues and truancy.  
 

“These students have missed years of instruction. To close the gap, we need to  

give them more,” said Dr. Jane Allen, Associate Professor of Education at the University 

of Central Florida.  
 

Evaluation of the model program in Orange County, Florida showed extremely positive 

results:  The 10,000 students who have participated in the project have gained, on 

average, two years growth in their reading grade level each year based on results from the 

Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test.  
 

Read the Education Week Article at 

http://www.edweek.org/ew/newstory.cfm?slug=28biz.h21&keywords=Scholastic 
 

Hanging with Harry Potter 
 

Harry Potter, Clifford the Big Red Dog and innovative reading programs like Literacy Place are among 

Scholastic Inc.’s major contributions to the American children’s reading movement. The 82-year-old New 

York City-based company remains at the forefront of education and literacy with its creative website and 

magazines and its focus on the research-based programs emphasized in No Child Left Behind. 

 

One of only two remaining American-owned educational publishers, Scholastic Inc. has long encouraged 

student reading through classroom magazines, school book clubs and fairs, and popular books. The 

company moved quickly into the online market.  It started with a teacher subscription site on America 

Online, and developed into what is now an all-encompassing resource on the Web.   
 

Visit Scholastic Inc.’s Web site at 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/read180/discover/research/results.htm 
 

 

BRINGING CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY TO LIFE: Sojourn to the Past 

 

In 1999 a California high school teacher led 100 students, parents and teachers on a ten 

day educational trip to historical civil rights sites to learn the lessons of the movement 

through books, documentaries, onsite experiences and speaking to civil rights veterans. 

The trip was so successful that Jeff Steinberg took a leave of absence from his tenured 

teaching position at his San Bruno High School to found Sojourn to the Past--an 

innovative, enlightening program that has inspired 850 minds in its three years of 

existence. 
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Each journey begins in Washington, D.C. with an overview of the civil rights movement, 

trips to the memorials, and discussions with living leaders. About eighty “Sojourners” 

continue on a civil rights journey, which takes them through Altanta, Tuskegee, Ala., 

Montgomery, Ala., Selma, Ala., Birmingham, Ala., Jackson, Miss., Little Rock, Ark. and 

ends in Memphis, Tenn.. At each stop civil rights veterans and heroes speak with students 

and engage them in provocative discussions at the very location where a historic moment 

took place. 

 

Reverend Billy Kyles takes Sojourners to the site of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 

assassination and Martin Luther King III speaks about carrying on his father’s 

message. The Sojourners hear about Congressman John Lewis’s beating by state 

troopers at a voting rights march and talk to Minnijean Brown-Trickey and Elizabeth 

Eckford about being the first African-Americans to attend a school in Little Rock.  

 

According to the Web site, Sojourn’s purpose was to “celebrate diversity; promote cross-

cultural understanding by teaching civil rights history, the lessons of tolerance, 

nonviolence, compassion, forgiveness, faith, hope and civic responsibility.” 

 

In the fall of 2002, Sojourn is offering a trip for adults only. The adult Sojourners will 

take the exact journey the students have for the last three years, but the participation fee 

will be used to fund future trips for low-income students.  
 

 

For more information on Sojourn to the Past visit:  http://www.sojournproject.org/ 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The Alliance for Excellent Education is seeking qualified applicants for the following 

new positions:  Development Director, Public Policy Director and Legislative Advocacy 

Director. 

 

For more information and job descriptions, please visit the Alliance Web site:  

http://www.all4ed.org/jobs.htm  

 

 

 

 

Straight A’s:  A Citizen’s Update on Education is a biweekly newsletter that focuses 

on education news and events both in Washington, D.C., and around the country.  The 

format makes information on federal education policy accessible to everyone from 

elected officials and policymakers to parents and community leaders.  The Alliance for 

Excellent Education is a non-profit organization working to help make it possible for 

every child in America to receive an excellent education. 


