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NEW EDUCATION POLL SHOWS EDUCATION AND 

DEFENSE AS TOP SPENDING PRIORITIES 

 

According to a recent poll two-thirds (66 percent) of the American public would accept a 

larger deficit in order to provide improved education for students from kindergarten 

through college.  The poll, commissioned by the nonprofit and nonpartisan Committee 

for Education Funding (CEF) and conducted by Ipsos-Reid U.S. Public Affairs, surveyed 

1,000 adults nationwide by telephone between Feb. 1 and Feb. 3. 

 

Poll participants placed greater education spending just behind spending for the war on 

terrorism, which came in at 78 percent.  When questioned about other domestic issues 

such as increased spending to stimulate the economy (62 percent) and making tax cuts 

permanent (39 percent), the respondents offered much less support.   

 

Complete poll results are available here:  

http://www.ipsos-reid.com/media/dsp_displaypr_us.cfm?id_to_view=1427  

 

 

Education and Homeland Security Go Hand-in-Hand 
 

In its report Rights at Risk:  Equality in an Age of Terrorism, the Citizen’s Commission on Civil Rights 

addresses the Bush Administration record, along with the last two years of the Clinton Administration, on a 

range of civil rights issues.  The report concludes that inequality among the American public could prove as 

much a threat to our national security as any foe overseas:   
 

“The trend is unmistakable.  What is needed now is a conscious, bipartisan effort to restore momentum and 

balance to the nation‟s quest for opportunity for all its people.  Lacking this, we may awaken some day 

from our understandable preoccupation with national security to find ourselves a nation more divided, less 

equal—and therefore less secure—than before. 
 

The report also describes a conflict between President Bush and his colleagues in the Republican party.  It 

notes that the President appears to have a genuine concern for disparate groups of people and in ending the 

“soft bigotry of low expectations” among poor children and children of color.   
 

However, the report comments that the President’s stance appears to be in “stark contrast to the declared 

agenda of the core of his political party” and observes that the majority of Republican-sponsored legislation 

aims at increasing, not reducing the gap between the haves and have-nots.   

 

The complete report can be found at:  http://www.cccr.org/RightsAtRisk.htm 

http://www.ipsos-reid.com/media/dsp_displaypr_us.cfm?id_to_view=1427
http://www.cccr.org/RightsAtRisk.htm
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TOP DEMOCRATS CLAIM PRESIDENT’S BUDGET 

“LEFT NO MONEY BEHIND FOR EDUCATION” 
 

In the days following the release of President Bush’s fiscal year 2003 budget, top 

Democrats in the House and Senate lambasted the President for an education budget that 

was inadequate to meet the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act. 

 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA), Chairman of the Senate Health, Education, Labor 

and Pensions (HELP) Committee and U.S. Rep. George Miller (D-CA), the Ranking 

Member on the House Education and the Workforce Committee, jointly released The 

Bush Budget:  Shortchanging School Reform to draw attention to what they perceived as 

the many shortfalls in President Bush’s budget for education. 

 

In the release, Sen. Kennedy and Congressman Miller noted that the President’s 2.8 

percent increase for education represented the smallest increase in seven years.  “Just one 

month after signing the most significant education law in 30 years, the President’s budget 

takes a large step backward.  Accountability will work only when matched with adequate 

resources.  Our schools, teachers and students were promised these resources when the 

law was written,” the report charges. 

 

Many state education departments are already feeling the pinch from decreased funding 

because of the recession and shrinking state budgets.  Without a greater federal 

commitment to funding the No Child Left Behind Act, states will most likely experience 

difficulty implementing the reforms the act requires.  

 

Prior to the release of his budget, the President went out of his way to note the $1 billion 

increases for Title I and IDEA.  Under the President’s budget, 400,000 more poor 

children would be served by Title I.  However, the number of poor children in the United 

States is expected to grow by 650,000, leaving 250,000 children behind. 

 

 

 

FIRST LADY LAURA BUSH STRESSES THE 

IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION TO THE FUTURE OF 

THE UNITED STATES 
 

 

Sharing her experiences as a mother, librarian and elementary school teacher, First Lady 

Laura Bush testified before the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) 

Committee on Jan. 24
th

.  In her testimony, the First Lady spoke of new challenges to the 

field of education in light of the events of September 11
th

 and described the findings of 

the White House Summit on Early Childhood Cognitive Development, which she 

convened last July.   
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During her testimony, the First Lady linked a great education to the future success of the 

United States as the land of opportunity: 
 

“Education has always been important to our nation, but since September 11th 

we appreciate its importance even more because we want America to always be 

the land of opportunity and to have the kind of internal strength that comes from 

every child and every citizen having a great education.  From day one, the 

education we provide our children will shape the way they think and learn. The 

quality of their education will either drive or stifle the enthusiasm, motivation, 

and effort they bring to learning, the way they interact with others, and their 

ability to adapt to their successes and failures throughout life. We are embarking 

on a most noble mission to help their journey become as fulfilling and productive 

as possible. This is their birthright.” 
 

First Lady Laura Bush’s complete testimony:  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/news-speeches/speeches/fl20020124.html  

 

 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

FACE CHALLENGES AFTER GRADUATION 
 

The American Youth Policy Forum and the Center on Education Policy released a 

report last month, summarizing progress in educating children with disabilities.  The 

report found good news on several fronts—from the growing number of children with 

disabilities being educated in regular classrooms to the rising numbers attending college-- 

but found that much work must be done to keep students with disabilities on pace with 

their non-disabled peers. 

 

Enacted in 1975, the Individuals with Disabilities Act, (IDEA) is a major driving force 

behind these reforms and is credited for making significant strides among students with 

disabilities.  A great deal of credit is also due to parents and the change in the public’s 

perception toward educating children with disabilities. 
 

The report found increased high school graduation rates among students with disabilities, 

increased college enrollment and near parity in the workforce with non-disabled college 

graduates.  Significant disparities among African-American students and between 

students with disabilities and non-disabled students still exist. 
 

African-American students are referred to special education at a higher rate than their 

share of the overall population—specifically in the categories of mentally retarded and 

emotionally disturbed.  According to Rep. John Boehner (R-Ohio), Chairman of the 

House Education and Workforce Committee, "Over-identification is causing countless 

children to be placed in special education classes they don’t belong in, and driving up the 

cost of special education nationwide."  The report noted that this over-identification not 

only consumes resources that truly disabled students could receive, but segregates many 

students into low-achieving classes, leading to low expectations and failure. 
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/news-speeches/speeches/fl20020124.html
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The report also found that young people with disabilities still trail their non-disabled 

peers in several categories.  Overall high school graduation numbers are up, but only 55 

percent of students with disabilities leave high school with a standard diploma, compared 

with 75 percent of the general population.  Students with disabilities still drop out of high 

school at twice the rate of their non-disabled peers.  Graduation rates are even lower for 

minority students with disabilities and new state high school exit exams have made 

graduation even more difficult.   
 

College enrollment among students with disabilities is lower than enrollment of their 

non-disabled peers.  Those students who do start college are less likely to finish.  This 

disparity demonstrates that increased efforts are needed to improve the transition to post-

secondary education for disabled students.  Finally, while the pay scale among college 

graduates with disabilities and their non-disabled peers is almost equal, only 50 percent 

of adults aged 21-64 with disabilities were employed in 1997, compared with 84 percent 

among the non-disabled. 
  
The complete report can be accessed online at:  

http://www.ctredpol.org/specialeducation/25yearseducatingchildren.pdf  

 
 
  

 

“9 3/4ths CHALLENGES” FOR TITLE I IN THE NO 

CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT 
 

Playing off a Harry Potter book, Tom Corwin, the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

Elementary and Secondary Education, found 9 3/4ths challenges for Title I in the No 

Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) in a speech at the National Title I Conference in Tampa, 

Florida: 
 

“So, while I can't recall ever putting a title on one of my speeches before, I'm 

calling this one „9 and ¾ challenges for Title I.‟  As I'm sure you all know, when 

Harry Potter made his first trip to the Hogwarts School of Wizardry and 

Witchcraft, he left from track 9¾ at Victoria Station.” 
 

The speech drew rave reviews from conference attendees and should be required reading 

for anyone addressing the higher standards and increased accountability that the Act 

requires.  Deputy Assistant Secretary Corwin provides a detailed examination of several 

key changes from the old law and lists the following 9 3/4ths challenges for Title I: 

 
1) Scientifically-Based Research 

2) Adequate Yearly Progress 

3) Accountability 

4) Educational Choice 

5) Supplemental Services 

6) Implementing the new requirements for the education of children with limited English 

proficiency 

7) Highly-qualified teacher requirement 

8) Paraprofessionals 

9) Greater Flexibility 

9 3/4ths)  “Putting it all together”

http://www.ctredpol.org/specialeducation/25yearseducatingchildren.pdf


 

The complete speech can be found at: 

http://www.ed.gov/Speeches/01-2002/20020124.html  

 

New Teacher and Teacher Aid Requirements in No Child Left Behind Represent a Major Change 

 

The No Child Left Behind Act requires major changes in the way teachers and teacher aides are hired.  

These new requirements help states make certain that poor and minority children are not taught by 

inexperienced, unqualified or out-of-field teachers.   

 

Teachers 

Under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), each school district receiving Title I funds must ensure that all new 

teachers hired are “highly qualified” by the beginning of the first day of the 2002-2003 school year.  All 

teachers in the state must be “highly qualified” by the end of school year 2005-2006.  

 

For teachers, “highly qualified” is defined as “a teacher with full certification or who has passed the state 

teacher licensing exam, and holds a license to teach in the state.  No certification or licensure requirements 

may have been waived for the teacher (including on a temporary, emergency or provisional basis).  New 

teachers must have an undergraduate degree and must have passed a rigorous test.  New middle or high-

school teachers must in addition have a major in their teaching area or have passed a rigorous subject 

matter test”  (Source:  Title I Monitor, January 2002 Special Issue).   

 

Teacher Aides (Paraprofessionals) 

Teacher aides hired one year or more after January 8, 2002, must have:  “At least two years of higher 

education; an associate’s or higher degree; or pass a rigorous academic assessment.   Existing 

paraprofessionals must meet these requirements within four years.  There are exceptions for 

paraprofessionals who translate or work with parents.  Regardless of hire date, all paraprofessionals must 

have a high school diploma or equivalent.  Paraprofessionals may not provide instruction unless they are 

working under the direct supervision of a highly qualified teacher” (Source:  Title I Monitor, January 2002 

Special Issue). 

 

A Guide for Paraprofessional Career Ladder 

Despite a published date prior to the enactment of NCLB, A Guide to Developing Paraeducator-to-Teacher 

Programs, a toolkit offered by Recruiting New Teachers (RNT), Inc. is very helpful to school districts 

working to meet the provisions of the Act.  The guide examines how paraeducator-to-teacher programs 

across the country are working to create a more qualified and diverse teaching force for 

America’s schools. The report includes a directory of programs, profiles of model 

programs, and valuable funding information to design career ladders for paraprofessionals to 

become fully-qualified teachers. 

 

A free copy of the Title I Monitor special issue is available at:  

http://www.thompson.com/marketing/special_pages/tims_specialreports2001.html 

 

The Recruiting New Teacher’s guide is available for download at:  

http://www.rnt.org/publications/toolkit2.pdf  

 

 

Straight A’s:  A Citizen’s Update on Education is a biweekly newsletter that focuses 

on education news and events both in Washington, D.C. and around the country.  The 

format makes information on federal education policy accessible to everyone from 

elected officials and policymakers to parents and community leaders.  The Alliance for 

Excellent Education is a non-profit organization working to help make it possible for 

every child in America to receive an excellent education. 

http://www.ed.gov/Speeches/01-2002/20020124.html
http://www.thompson.com/marketing/special_pages/tims_specialreports2001.html
http://www.rnt.org/publications/toolkit2.pdf

